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NOT JUST A MAN’S WORLD
Originally seeking a career in hairdressing or childcare in her future,
Emily Shadbolt never dreamed that she would end up working as a
plant operator for Walter’s Contracting.
But since getting on her first water cart, the 23-year-old has never
looked back.
“Dad is a truck driver and a few years ago I just started tagging
along with him,” Emily said.

IMPROVE YOUR CHANCES TO GET A START BY:
•

Doing work experience with a civil construction or landscaping
company.

•

Volunteer with an organisation (such as Lions Club, Rotary,
local school parents and friends) who are building equipment/
facilities and need help with construction.

•

Find some part time trades assistant work.

“I was helping out on a job for Chris (from Walter’s Contracting) and
he liked my work, so he offered me a job.
“I love the diversity and getting to visit so many different places –
places that I wouldn’t have had the chance to see otherwise.”
In her time as a plant operator, Emily has been involved in
numerous tasks including driving trucks and working in quarries on
the loader, excavator and roller.
She has even had a go at driving the grader. Emily said she settled in
quickly to being a female plant operator in the industry.
“It was a bit daunting at first, but once I got into it, it was great,”
she said.
“And I’ve been really lucky in that I am surrounded by a really
good group of blokes, we’re all really close and have lots of banter
between us.”
Emily said she now has her sights set on moving up in the industry
and driving bigger machinery.
“I’d encourage anyone thinking of entering the industry to give it a
go and see if you like it – you won’t know if you don’t try.” she said.

TO FIND OUT MORE:
Go to www.jobnet.org.au and www.pathways.tbcitb.com.au

WHO IS THE TBCITB?
The Tasmanian Building and Construction Industry
Training Board was created by government for the
industry to ensure a safer, higher skilled building
and construction sector. The TBCITB is an independent organisation,
funded by the industry. Their aim is to facilitate an innovative and
robust building and construction sector by managing workforce
development. www.tbcitb.com.au

Take a career in civil construction further!
An initiative of the Tasmanian Building and Construction
Industry Training Board

APPRENTICE PROFILE
Will Dawson, 18 years old
Hazell Bros
How he started:
I wasn’t too sure what I wanted to get into after finishing school,
but I thought the building and construction industry would be a
nice fit as I love being outdoors and doing hands-on work.
I was just looking around online one day and saw a job
advertised for Hazell Bros, so I just went for it.
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Civil Construction workers maintain and build roads, railways,
bridges, tunnels, pipelines and dams. They also work with
concrete, steel, build sub-divisions and technical infrastructure
like sewer systems, wind farms and power stations.

Civil construction workers work on large jobs, often valued at many
millions of dollars and get to admire their work for years to come
- which is very satisfying and is something they can be proud of!
They will also work on a range of small and quite varied projects.

In this industry you will spend a lot of time working outdoors,
and often in out of the way places.

PATHWAY FOR CIVIL CONSTRUCTION

Safety is very important in this industry, with machinery, large
construction materials and traffic making the workplace busy
and dangerous.
There are many different ways you can work on a civil
construction site. From labouring, traffic management,
operating machinery through to project management and
engineering. With such a diverse range of skills required on the
job, everyone needs to be a team player!
You have plenty of opportunities to grow and continue training,
including the chance to run your own business.
Your skills and attributes will include:
•
Working safely on site
•

Being physically fit

•

Ability to operate a number of large machines

•

Work with timber, metal and concrete

•

Ability to read plans

The pathway into becoming a Civil Construction worker requires
you to show that you want more than just a job in the industry –
you want a career!
Although there isn’t always a structured pathway into the industry
with one formal qualification, there are still other qualifications
depending what you want to do on site.
Cert I
•
Automotive
•

Reading procedures and instructions

•

Work safely

•

Construction White Card

Cert II
•
Plant operator
•

Traffic management

•

Trades assistant

Cert III
•
Certificate III in Civil Construction

I’ve been with them since October now and I’m loving it.
What the work involves:
I really like working for a big company. There are heaps of people
and so many opportunities to work on different types of jobs,
learn and build my skills.
Since I started my apprenticeship, I’ve been doing things such as
pipework, rendering, pitwork, roads and concreting.
It’s somewhat like I
expected, although I didn’t
realise there were so many
different things I’d be doing.
There is always something
new to do and I’m always
learning.
Does he recommend it?
I would definitely
recommend civil construction
to anyone looking to get a
start in the industry.
It’s such a good career to go
for and the experience you
gain can lead you to so many
different things in the future.
This job is really suited to
someone with good math
skills, the desire to learn and a
good work ethic.

