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APPRENTICE PROFILE
Kane Schultz-Szlezak, 18 years old
Haven Built (residential carpentry)
How he began:
Having loved woodworking at school, I knew I wanted to go into
carpentry by the end of year 10 as that was the closest thing to
it. So, I began at Certificate I in Carpentry at Elizabeth College.
As part of that, I completed four weeks at Haven Built, who
ended up liking my work ethic and kept me on as an apprentice.
Expectation versus reality:

HOW TO GET AN APPRENTICESHIP
1.
2.
3.
4.

Complete a VET course while still at school / The Certificate II in
Construction for example or a school based apprenticeship.
Talk to someone you know who is in the business.
Find out when the bigger companies or the Group employers
are recruiting apprentices and put in an application.
Register with an Apprentice Support Network Member – Jobnet
Tasmania, MAS National, MEGT.

Going in, I didn’t think I’d be doing as much as I am. Completing
an apprenticeship with a small business means I learn a lot of
different aspects of the trade, which will come in handy in the
future.
I have done a range of residential jobs such as cladding,
weatherboarding, fit outs, wall construction, floor boarding and
roofing.
I never planned or wanted to work in an office and I love being
able to work outdoors and see a job through from start to
finish.
Kane’s tips for getting started as an apprentice:
Do as much work experience as you can, as you
learn more and more with every different job and
business.
Work hard, follow instructions, talk to your work
mates and don’t be afraid to ask questions.
I’d recommend carpentry to anyone who doesn’t
want to work an office job, likes being outdoors
and working with their hands.

WHO IS THE TBCITB?
The Tasmanian Building and Construction Industry
Training Board was created by government for the
industry to ensure a safer, higher skilled building
and construction sector. The TBCITB is an independent organisation,
funded by the industry. Their aim is to facilitate an innovative and
robust building and construction sector by managing workforce
development. www.tbcitb.com.au

Take a career in carpentry further!
An initiative of the Tasmanian Building and Construction
Industry Training Board

APPRENTICE PROFILE
Bradleigh Ayres, 22 years old
VOS Construction (commercial carpentry)
How he began:
I got into apprenticeship through my Certificate II in Carpentry
at Elizabeth College. I had really enjoyed woodworking and so
decided to give carpentry a go in year 12.
As part of my Certificate II, I did a work placement at VOS
Construction and a month later applied for an apprenticeship,
where I was chosen as one of six from about 600 applicants.
What the work involves:
Doing an apprenticeship with a large Tasmanian business has
seen me work on lots of large commercial jobs.
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Commonly known as a Carpenter or Carpenter and Joiner, this
is the most popular of all the building trades.

I love that I get to experience a wide range of tasks and
locations. I enjoy getting hands on and seeing what I have
managed to get done by the end of the day.

TYPICAL TASKS FOR A CARPENTER INCLUDE
•

It is a skilled job that is in demand in Tasmania and around
Australia. Qualified carpenters can even work overseas.

Studying drawings and specifications to determine materials
required, dimensions and installation procedures

•

Ordering and selecting timbers and materials, and preparing
layouts

As a carpenter you can work for yourself, contract to work for
builders or be an employee of one of the building companies.

•

Cutting materials, and assembling and nailing cut and
shaped parts

•

Erecting framework and roof framing, laying sub-flooring
and floorboards and verifying trueness of structures

•

Nailing fascia panels, sheathing roofs, and fitting exterior
wall cladding and door and window frames

To become a carpenter you will win an apprenticeship and
complete a Certificate 3 Course of on and off the job training.
You can even start your apprenticeship while still at
school.

•

Assembling prepared wood to form structures and fittings
ready to install

•

Cutting wood joints

•

May construct concrete formwork

Carpenters construct, erect, install, renovate and repair
structures and fixtures made of wood, plywood, wallboard and
other materials, and cut, shape and fit timber parts to form
structures and fittings.

•

May repair existing

It can also be the first step on the pathway to becoming a
Builder or other specialties like estimating or construction
project management.

Joiners cut, shape, and fit timber parts in workshops to form
structures and fixtures ready for installation.

https://joboutlook.gov.au/occupation.aspx?code=3312
Some carpenters specialise in heritage building restoration and
conservation.

Currently, I am helping construct 16 units at a site in
Lindisfarne. This mainly involves a lot of framing, cladding and
weatherboarding work.
My typical work day is from 7am to 3.30pm.
Bradleigh’s advice to you:
Just get in there and get your hands
dirty. Do work placement, get in
contact with businesses and get to
know the industry.
It’s all about getting your name
out there and letting companies and
businesses know that you are willing
to put the work in.
In my case, the Certificate II in Carpentry was very
helpful. I learnt a lot about the industry and didn’t
have to do as much at TasTAFE later on down the
track.
Carpentry was the perfect choice for me and I
would highly recommend it to anyone who enjoys and
has a passion for this type of work.

