BUILD YOUR CAREER

A TYPICAL DAY:

7.30am – Arrive at jo
b site.
• Set up a run.
• Mix batches of
mud.
• Get bricks loaded
.
• Start laying bricks
.

HOW TO GET AN APPRENTICESHIP
1.
2.
3.
4.
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Complete a VET course while still at school / The Certificate II in
Construction for example or a school based apprenticeship.
Talk to someone you know who is in the business.
Register your interest with ABBTF.
Register with an Apprentice Support Network Member – Jobnet
Tasmania, MAS National, MEGT.

11.30am – 30-minute
break for lunch.
• Continue laying br
icks.
3.30pm – End the da
y.

WHO IS THE ABBTF?
The Australian Brick & Blocklaying Training
Foundation Ltd is all about the bricklaying
and blocklaying workforce. They can help connect you up to employers.
Ring them on 1300 66 44 96 or check the website www.abbtf.com.au

WHO IS THE TBCITB?
The Tasmanian Building and Construction Industry
Training Board was created by government for the
industry to ensure a safer, higher skilled building
and construction sector. The TBCITB is an independent organisation,
funded by the industry. Their aim is to facilitate an innovative and
robust building and construction sector by managing workforce
development. www.tbcitb.com.au

Take a career in bricklaying further!
An initiative of the Tasmanian Building and Construction
Industry Training Board

APPRENTICE PROFILE
Chelsea Whelan, Crossin Bricklaying

How she began:
I have a family background in the trade, as my father and
grandfather are bricklayers and I grew up tagging along to job
sites with them.
I think I saw my first job site when I was about six years old. I
loved it and used to slide around in the sandpit and hand a few
bricks over to dad.
I tried a few career options, including hospitality, but my early
interest and love of being outdoors led me back to bricklaying.
I contacted Andrew Crossin to see if he had any labouring
work as I needed the money, but instead he offered me an
apprenticeship.
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Brick and block laying is a craft that takes time and skill
to master.
Commonly known as a Brickie this is the other trade,
alongside carpentry, that is structural in nature.
You will work with bricks, blocks and mortar to create
structures. As a bricklayer you can work for yourself,
contract to work for builders or be an employee of one
of the building companies.

It can also be the first step on the pathway to becoming
a Builder or other specialties like estimating or
construction project managing yourself.
To become a bricklayer you will win an apprenticeship
and complete a Certificate III course which includes on
and off the job training.

YOUR SKILLS WILL INCLUDE:
•

Reading and working from plans and specifications.

•

Sealing foundations with damp-resistant materials.

•

Using mortar to serve as a base and binder for bricks in
rows, designs or shapes to create structures.

•

Repairing and maintaining clay bricks, cement blocks / bricks
and related structures.

•

Operating brick cutting machines.

•

Erecting scaffolding (subject to licence requirements in
some stages).

You may work on homes or commercial building sites, some
brick layers specialise in heritage building restoration and
conservation.
Bricklayers get to see their work for years to come, which is very
satisfying and is something they can be proud of!

Expectation versus reality:
It’s definitely as dirty as I was expecting, but due to the family
history I had a pretty good idea of what I was getting into.

The work:
So far, I have mainly worked on residential jobs, but have taken
on one commercial job, as well as a patch-job for a heritage
listed property.
I find I enjoy the residential work more because I like when
the owners come by and offer their praise or feedback. I like
speaking to the people who will be living in the house.

